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Auto Crashes Are the

on't think becauseyou're
assigned to aship that you are
exempt from traffic crashes. As

the accompanying graph shows, there H P '

are countlessmoretraffic crashes o w e o p e '
resulting inlossof lifeor permanent _
disability than shipboard mishaps. To N d M
emphasizethis, let mesharewithyou a a vy an ar"n '
story about one Sailor’smisfortune
distributed throughout thefleet as
“Hazard Alert: Getting Control of Motor
Vehicles.” (ALSAFE 010/01)

Onenight awhile back, theNaval
Safety Center duty officer got atele-
phonereport about amotorcyclist who
had lost control of hisbike and crashed
into aguardrail. He crashed with such
forcethat hisfoot wastornfromhis
body. Asterrible asthat crash was, the
Sailor survived.

Asof July 2001, 46 Sailorsand 26
Marinesweren't so lucky—they all died
from POV crashes, while scores of
othershave beeninjured. And westill
arenot learning from thetragic mistakes
of others because many of thewrecks
that claimthelivesof our Sailorsand
Marinesaresimilar.

Themost common crashesarefrom
losing vehiclecontrol, speeding, and
driving toofast for existing road condi-
tions. Drinking and driving continuesto
be an ever-present occurrence, asdoes
driving without buckling up. For many,
operational risk managementisa
forgotten concept. When the key goesin
theignition, risk control seemingly goes
out thewindow. It doesn’t haveto be
that way.

Let’sput driving into perspective.
One of thefeatured acts of atouring
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By LCdr. Tom Weston,
Afloat Training Group, Atlantic

e ' -S
circusisBellotheclown. He performs
daily and takesrisksthe average person
= - - wouldn’'t daretry. Highon Bello'slist
'ed 'n M,shaps arehigh-wirewakingandridinga
motorcycleonthewirewhilebaancinga
poleand keeping hiseyesclosed. Think
Ca. rp s F Yg 6 .0 1 fprami nuteabout_ Bell_o’slife:_ Extreme
L risksare part of hisdaily routine, yet he
routinely completes hisact without
harm.
Even clownsknow theimportance
of concentrating on what they’ redoing
and being ableto maintain control. When

D cd t h S questioned about theimportance of

safety to hisact, Bello respondswith,

FYO(): 213 “ Safety isnot expensive; it is priceless.”
Sl R Wecanall learnalot froma
FYO1: 155 20 A ug) clown—safety is, indeed, priceless. You

cannot put apriceon human life.
Maintaining control iswhat survivingis
all about. We should alwaysremember
key ORM elementsbecauseit only
takesaminute. Think about the hazards
you'relikely to encounter in any en-
deavor, identify therisks, and implement
the necessary controls beforeyou start.
Apply thesametodriving: Start every
tripwith aplan—aplanto survive.

For command safety officers| ask,
“Isyour traffic safety program up to
speed? Areyou aware of the sweeping
changesto the Navy Traffic Safety
program, OpNavinst. 5100.12G?’ If you
; f ! do not have acopy, you can get it free
ame Recreation Aviation = hore/Ground Afloat fromthe Naval Safety Center’swebsite
at www.safetycenter.navy.mil. Gotothe
“afloat” pageand download it from
there. Whileyou'reat it, browsethe
Safety Center site becauseit containsa
wealth of safety information availableto
your crew.
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